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WWI = a turning point in our history.  Everyone understood that it was a turning point, but the meaning of it, what kind of turning point it was, was contested.  Decade of culture wars: what kind of country are we?  What kind of country should we become?


>Deep lack of consensus about how we should live up to our ideals, both abroad, and at home.



-Interventionism? Isolationism?



-Re-establish traditional Protestant monoculture, or create a new more diverse culture, with varied ethnicities and new values?

I assert two  generalizations about the 1920s:

1. A “culture war” between those who wished to go forward, and those who wished to go back.

-This division was often visible in a broad generalization about the urban v. rural parts of the country.:


-Urban U.S.A. feeling: the world made new! The war was a disaster, but now we can liberate ourselves from that old world stuffiness.  We're modern, we're liberated!  AND a dash of cynicism/nihilism:  let's party, b/c why not?


-Rural U.S.A. feeling:  Things have changed, and not for the better.  The war showed us that we'd lost our virtues, the things that made us special.  American religion, American isolationism, American way of life must be reinforced and supported.  We need to  hold on to our virtues and our values, reject the moral decal of city life. 
-Division also visible in the role of anti-communism; becomes a serious force in U.S. politics, because the USSR is a major player in world affairs, and because immigrants are associated with radicalism.

2. This is the “first modern decade”; 1st time period that you would recognize if you went back.  Consumerism (advertising, celebrities), youth culture, the automobile, women voting and working.

HOMEWORK: Read about the Scopes Trial on the link I attached to the web page.  Do the events of the Scopes Trial support my two assertions or not?  Explain.

I.  POST-WAR CRISES: THE RED MENACE

A. Failure of Versailles Treaty, Existence of Soviet Union, Economic Depression as allied demand for U.S. products plummets. 

-Demobilization: carryover of fears/hatreds, war-ending unemployment.

-2,665 strikes in 1919; "Red Scare": time of anxiety & attacks on those feared "red."


-Palmer Raids (attorney general) begin Jan 1 1920; 6,000 arrested and 561 eventually deported.  Over-reaction, but significant effects. 
-Saco & Vanzetti: robbery & murder 1920; execution 1927.  Italian immigrants & anarchists. . . 

-American relations with USSR not strong; we expect the communist gov’t to collapse, and we act accordingly.  When they consolidate, we’re inconsistent in our relationship with Europe, and with them.  


-Realipolitik = deal with them, moralism = no way!

B. Immigration Limits

1924, 26: Johnson-Reed Act limits immigration, sets quotas based on national origin.  Favors N & W Europeans; perception that we need to slow down and make American less diverse… let's get back to the people who made us great, and cut back on these dangerous E European radicals.

C. The KKK, 

-Racial strife, post-war conflict w/black veterans and war workers who had moved North; both groups expected better than they got.  

-KKK reborn - 1925 claims 5 million.  New Klan: campaigned against immigrants, Catholics, and blacks.  For the American way of life, Protestantism, rural virtues.


-A  kind of civic organization, not a secret society.  


-Dominated state gov't's in the middle west; notably Oklahoma and Indiana's governor... corruption killed it.

II. ECONOMIC GROWTH, ECONOMIC STAGNATION

A. Consolidation of Big Business. Great industrial consolidation.  By 1930 economy largely dominated by Big Business, despite "New Freedom" (Wilson's program) and Progressive reforms.

-1922 prosperity returns after post-war depression...  national income grows over 20% from 1919-1929 ($82.8 billion) 


-industrial technology, assembly line, "scientific management."



-worker productivity up 40% 1919-1929; 



-agricultural production up 26%


-One factor in this is growth of advertising; push for people to improve their standard of living with material goods: ready-to-wear clothing, leisure & sports, et cetera.

-Installment buying: “buy now, pay later!”

B. Ford

An example of all these trends is Henry Ford: 


-1896 first car in his garage


-1903 established Ford Motor Co. w/$28,000 invested by others.


-1908 introduced Model T... price dropped steadily.  1908 made about 10,000 cars for $850 each, but 1916 made 730,000 at $360 each [Less than $10,00 dollars in 2010].  


-"welfare captialism": increase pay and benefits:



-cut down on unions



-encourage loyalty



-allow workers to spend $ on cars!


-Assembly line 1913;  1925  car off line every 10 seconds.

C. The Auto Industry

1929: 26.5 million autos in operation; 60% of American families.  

1900-1925: 181 auto makers... by 1930 the "Big Three" controlled 83% of industry's output.  The auto industry transformed the economy, much as the railroad industry had 50 years prior:


-demand for rubber, glass, lead, machine tools


-garages/gas stations


-suburbs/housing

D. “Sick” Industries

Prosperity disguised/hid the problems of “sick industries.”


-Some hurt by the automobile: coal, RRs.


-Others by competition abroad: cotton textiles, shipping.


-Agriculture: difficult to reduce labor force in response to increased productivity (sharecroppers, homesteaders); loss of wartime markets.  1929 Average farm income $223 per capita, compared to $870 per capita non-farm. 

- 1929: 27.5 million families (71% of population) had incomes less than $2,500, which was considered standard of decency. 36,000 families at the top had as much wealth as the next 42% of families.

III. MASS CULTURE, FORCES FOR CHANGE

A. Radio, Movies, Magazines


-The radio ("wireless"), movies, and inexpensive  national popular magazines allow for development of a popular culture  that reaches a nation-wide audience.  Something new: in between “elite” culture and “folk” culture.


-Radio broadcasts news, sports, drama, and music.  Unity: everyone can hear the same shows! 1929 40% of families had radios.

-Jazz: a black musical form that becomes popular with audiences of both colors while remaining "dangerous" and "exotic."



-Dances change: Foxtrot, Charleston are in, the waltz is out.


-College and professional sports.  (Babe Ruth)


-Movie stars: glamour, sexuality.  (Before the ratings system!) 1922: 40 million movie tickets sold weekly; by 1929 that figure was near 100 million!!!  (total population = 122 million in 1929)


-Magazines devoted to the movie industry; the “tabloid,” and the syndicated feature (comic strips!).


-Radio and magazines depended on advertising revenue; goes hand in hand with consumerism described above.

B. Women


-Woman Suffrage: 19th amendment in 1920


-Women in the workforce: secretaries, telephone operators, other "business" jobs offered more opportunity for women.  


>More involved in life outside the home.


-"Flapper" of popular culture: make-up, smoke, dress more provocatively.



-women's clothing: 1919  6'' above ground; 1927 above the knee.



-End of corsets, hoop skirts.


-"Dating" begins in this era, as contrasted with "paying a call."



-Automobile allows even more privacy…

C. The Harlem Renaissance 

"The new Negro":  Cultural flowering of black middle class in NYC.


-Elite culture: literature, primarily


-Gave the mass of blacks a new image of blackness: proud and independent.

IV. THE SCOPES TRIAL & PROHIBITION

V. A REPUBLICAN ERA IN POLITICS

>Harding(1920-1923) - Coolidge(1924-1928) - Hoover(1928-32):  Economic conservatism; friends of business; cut back on regulation/control.  

A.  Harding: chosen by Republican bosses (Senators) as weak and pliable.


-nice guy, "just folks"... couldn't say no.  ["My God, this is a hell of ajob!  I have no trouble with my enemies. . . . but my damn friends, they're the ones that keep me walking the floor nights!"]  Drinker and adulterer; illegitimate daughter.  Gambled away a set of White House China...


-Hoover at commerce and Mellon at Treasury; others corrupt.


-"The Ohio Gang"



Harry Daugherty AG: sold pardons and paroles, immunity from prosecution, appointments, access to alcohol.



Charles Forbes at Veteran's Affairs encouraged kickbacks and bribes.



Albert Fall Secy Interior: Teapot Dome.  Got navy to turn naval oil reserves over to Interior Dept in May 1921.  1922 Fall leased them to friends in oil business w/o competitive bids; made $300,000 for himself.

Harding dies August 2 1923 of heart attack (misdiagnosed by his surgeon general);  scandals soon revealed.  Cynical public is not outraged...

B.  Coolidge is Vermont taciturn and morally scrupulous.

Moderate Progressive record in state government in Massachusetts; Governor; image as a crusty mean old Republican is undergoing some revision these days.  Re-elected easily in his own right in 1924.


-"the chief business of America is business"


-"Four-fifths of all our troubles in this life would disappear if we would only sit down and keep still."



- Signed tax reductions 1924 and 1926; led by Andrew Mellon reactionary... reduced wartime taxes on wealthy.  


-Encouraged speculation in stocks.


-Vetoed farm price supports.

C.  Hoover beats the "wet" Irish Catholic Al Smith in 1928.


-Smith: first politician to unite Progressive and Immigrant/Workers votes: the  machine meets the goo-goos.  But he was attacked as a wet and a Catholic; the Heartland was not ready for an Irish pol.


-Hoover was known for his relief work in Europe during WWI: headed American Relief Adminstration, and was extremely efficient.


-In hi speech accepting the nomination of the Republican Party, he predicted that poverty would soon be banished from the U.S.


-Hawley-Smoot Tariff, 1930: 42%, highest in U.S. History.  World trade war ensues, and international commerce suffers.

