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Unit Syllabus: Colonial America & the American Revolution 
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Essential Questions:

1) What motivated Europeans to explore and settle the North American colonies?

2) How similar/different were the British colonies from each other?

3) What political, economic and psychological factors caused the American Revolution? In what sense was the Revolution “in the minds and hearts of the people”?

4) How did the goals and idea of revolution change over time?

5) Was the American Revolution a fundamentally radical or conservative event?
6) Why were the Articles of Confederation ineffective?


ID Terms:

Read each assignment carefully & A) record 2-3 main ideas for the section and B) identify the ID terms below in your own words.  These will serve as excellent study tools when it comes test/quiz time.  For each ID term, make sure you are able to A) define/describe (who/what/when/where) and B) explain why it is historically significant.

	Reading/Topic
	Date Due
	ID Terms

	3.2: The American Colonies and England
	
	Magna Carta

Parliament

English Bill of Rights

Habeas corpus 

Salutary neglect 
	Mercantilism

Navigation Acts

Enlightenment

Ben Franklin

Great Awakening

	4.1: Causes of the Revolution (p. 98-105)
	
	Colonial gov’t vs. British gov’t

Actual vs. virtual representat.

Stamp Act

“Taxation without repress.”

John Adams

Enlightenment ideas
	King George III, Parliament

Sons of Liberty

Boston Massacre 

Boston Tea Party 

Intolerable Acts

First Continental Congress

	4.2: Declaring Independence (p. 108-112)
	
	Second Continental Congress

Lexington & Concord

George Washington & Continental Army

Patriots vs. Loyalists

Thomas Paine
	Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson 

Natural rights

John Locke

	4.3: Turning Points of the War (p. 117-122)
	
	Colonists’ advantages/disadvantages

Mercenaries

Battle of Saratoga
	Marquis de Lafayette

Benjamin Franklin

Reasons for Patriot victory

	4.4: War’s End & Lasting Effects (p.123-27)
	
	Yorktown

Treaty of Paris, 1783
	Abigail Adams

Impact of American Rev.

	5.1: A Confederation of States (p. 134-141)
	
	Articles of Confederation

Unicameral vs. bicameral legislature
	Shays’ Rebellion

Weaknesses of the Articles


