11 U.S. History
Mr. Bedar
Civil War Unit
“Glory” Discussion Questions:

 Major Characters: 

Col. Robert Gould Shaw (Matthew Broderick)

Pvt. Trip (Denzel Washington)

Sgt. Maj. John Rawlins (Morgan Freeman)

Cpl. Thomas Searles (“Snowflake”) – Andre Braugher
Notes:

(Take notes on key turning points of the film, and other important events that we identify in our discussions):

1. Describe how the method of fighting during the Civil War contributed to the high casualty rate. 
2. How does the movie connect the Battle of Antietam, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the formation of the Massachusetts 54th Regiment?

3. How does the South respond to the formation of the Massachusetts 54th and other African-American regiments?
4.  How does the attitude of the white combat troops change toward the 54th? 

5. What is the purpose of the proclamation that Shaw reads from the Confederate Congress?
6. Why is flogging so particularly humiliating to Trip? 
7. “Glory” has an argument to make about the connection between service and citizenship. What is that argument?

8. How does “Glory” address ongoing racial prejudice in the North? Provide specific 1-2 examples from the movie.

9. Select one event/ episode/ scene that illustrates each of the following:

a. An especially powerful event related to the main idea of the movie.

b. The likely imposition of 20th century sensibilities and “Hollywood” dynamics on a 19th Century story.

10. Why do you think the filmmakers chose to call their movie “Glory”?

