Mr. Bedar

(Last revised 10/13/11)
How to Write a Good History Essay
Directions:

Use this packet as a guide for writing analytical essays. You should have it out, by your side, when you write any draft for any paper at any point this year. It’s meant to be a manageable, general guide for you to consult.  You should be able to detect and fix many problems with your writing yourself if you read over your drafts carefully using this:.

The packet has 2 main parts:

A) A standard outline structure

B) Essay Checklist
A) Standard Outline Structure

The outline below is a standard outline template for a standard 5-paragraph analytical essay and may need to be modified depending on the topic and assignment, but it serves as a good general model to follow for the essays we will write this year:
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Creative, Appropriate, and Relevant Title:

Try to “hook” the reader into reading your essay; make it interesting!

(You can do better than “Rome Essay” or “Napoleon”…if you wouldn’t want to read something simply because its title makes it ‘sound boring,’ then it’s likely that others wouldn’t, either)

I. Introduction (1 paragraph)

A. Background: 

-  “Sets the stage” for the reader; gives the historical context (time, place) of what you’re writing about (people, events)

- Should try to capture the reader’s attention

B. Present the Question: 

- Raise the question or problem you are going to deal with

C. Thesis Statement: 

- Last sentence(s) of your intro

- Should be your entire paper in a “nutshell”

- Offers your answer to the question posed, takes a definite stand, explains why
- Must be clear & specific (your answer to the question)

- Lays out a clear roadmap of what major points you will use to make your overall argument, and the specific order in which you will make those points.

- Makes it clear how the rest of the paper will be organized

II, III, IV. Body Paragraphs (# of paragraphs depends on examples you have, length requirements of the assignment):

A. Topic Sentences: 

- First sentence of each paragraph

- Should capture reader’s attention, make them want to read more

- States the main idea of that paragraph

- Rest of the paragraph offers details and explains how those details support that paragraph’s main idea. 

- Each individual paragraph should address ONE individual aspect of your overall thesis in the paper 

B. Supporting Details: 

Your evidence in these paragraphs should be specific historical examples drawn from class discussion, notes, textbook, handouts, etc.  Avoid “lists” of facts, and explain the significance of information you present.  Use transitions as you move from point to point.  Every sentence in the paragraph must relate to the topic of the paragraph; if it does not, it doesn’t belong.

C. Concluding Sentence of Paragraph:

Connect clearly the main idea of each paragraph back to the overall thesis of the paper; paragraphs with abrupt endings prevent the paper from “flowing.”

*Repeat this basic body paragraph structure for however many body paragraphs you have in your paper

V. Conclusion (1 paragraph):

A. Brief restatement of thesis (without repeating it word for word; don’t simply cut and paste) 

B. Overview of the main arguments: do not need to elaborate again, but briefly remind the reader of the main points you’ve used to support your thesis/overall argument 

C. “So what”?: A sentence or two addressing the “bigger picture;” in other words, why did you write this essay? End with something interesting that leaves the reader thinking and provides some insight. Consider the following questions: What is the topic’s bigger historical significance?  Why is this issue/event/person important?  What is the historical legacy? What does this show?  What can we learn from your analysis in this paper?  Why should we care?

