Summer U.S. History
Study Guide: Week 2 Test

Major Topics Covered:

· Constitution & Bill of Rights

· “Building the Early Republic”: Expansion, Democratization

· Road to the Civil War
· The Civil War

Key Questions:
1. What were the key problems the Constitutional Convention of 1787 tried to resolve? What are the major principles of the Constitution? How can it be said that the Constitution is a series of compromises?  

2. How was the Federalist vision of America different from the Anti-Federalists/Democratic-Republicans? 

3. How did the United States grow to its modern-borders?  What role did “Manifest Destiny” play?

4. How can the Civil War be understood as the unavoidable clash between the forces of Nationalism (what brings us together) and Sectionalism (what pulls us apart)?
5. Compare and contrast the Union vs. Confederate: relative advantages, strategies for victory, motivations for fighting, leadership

Key Terms:

Constitutional Convention

3/5 Compromise

Loose vs. strict construction

Checks & Balances

House of Reps, Senate

Supreme Court

Federalist Papers 

Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists (primary sources; know major arguments)

Bill of Rights

Amendments #1,2,4,10
Nationalism vs. Sectionalism

Trail of Tears

Manifest Destiny

Louisiana Purchase

Mexican-American War 1846-1848

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo/Mexican Cession

Missouri Compromise

Frederick Douglass

What to the Slave is the Fourth of July
Cotton gin

Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Law

Underground Railroad

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet B. Stowe
Kansas-Nebraska Act

“Bleeding Kansas”

Caning of Charles Sumner

Dred Scott Case

Lincoln-Douglas Debates

John Brown’s Raid at Harper’s Ferry

Election of 1860 

Secession of South; “Confederate States of America”

Fort Sumter

Advantages/Disadvantages of N & S

Anaconda Plan

President Jefferson Davis

Ulysses S. Grant

Robert E. Lee

Battle of Bull Run/Manassas

Battle of Antietam

Emancipation Proclamation

Battle of Gettysburg

Battle of Vicksburg 

Sherman’s “March to the Sea” 

13th Amendment
