Mr. Bedar





Name: ________________________

World History
China Unit
“The Chinese Mom Controversy”

by Patricia Wen, published in the Boston Sunday Globe Ideas section, January 16, 2011. Reflections on a new book, “Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mom,” by Amy Chua, The Penguin Press, New York. 2011.

Directions:  This is an article about the controversy an exciting new book has created among anxious parents (like yours!). Read the assigned article about the book and the controversy by Patricia Wan, weighing in on the “Tiger Mom” issue, and then prepare the following reflection questions for our graded Socratic Seminar.

1. Select one phrase or passage that really caught your attention. Be prepared to read your passage aloud, and share with the class what you thought was interesting or important about the selection. (Hint: circle or highlight your phrase on the handout so you can easily find it during the discussion.). This phrase is interesting because….

2. Let’s review the basics: Who wrote a book about what? What information about the author qualifies her to write this book?

3. In your own words, summarize the parenting advice of Amy Chua, Esq. (aka, “Tiger Mom.”

4. Patricia Wen, the author of the Globe article argues that the “Tiger Mom” ideas are especially powerful and controversial at this moment in history. What is her argument?

5. According to the Wen, what is “Chinese Parenting?”

6. Connect the dots: (Chinese parenting(Confucius  (The Imperial Exam system ( The “Gao Kao.”

7. What are Confucian values and how do these beliefs about family, education and society affect the performance of Chinese school children?

8. What do the demographics of Chinese immigration to the United States have to do with the performance of Chinese-American children?

9. Summarize the three (3) major styles of parenting discussed by Prof. Ruth Chao, of the University of California. Which style do you think most influences “Chinese” parenting? Why?

a. Permissive:

b. Authoritarian:

c. Authoritative:

10. Pick the parenting style that best describes the way you think of yourself as a future  parent. Write down two beliefs about human nature, and how those beliefs will influence how you parent. My Parenting Style =

11. Explain this quote from the article:  “Is the “little emperor” now the boss?” 

12. Compare & contrast: the relationship between Chinese and American educational and political systems. Which system do you think is more successful, and what is your reason for saying so?

13. Write down two things you learned about China from this article:

a. .

b. .

14. Write down one thing about China that you want to know more about, based on this article.

15. Write down your own question to ask of the class- what do you think people should be thinking about, based on this article?
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