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World War I Documents:


#1: Wilson’s Appeal for Neutrality (1914)


#2: The Zimmerman Telegram (1917)


#3: Woodrow Wilson Address to Congress Leading to A Declaration of War Against 

Germany.  (April 2, 1917)


#4: Wilson’s Fourteen Points

Document #1: Wilson’s Appeal for Neutrality (1914)

1.  Give 3 examples of immigrant groups that Wilson makes reference to: “The people of the United States are drawn from many nations, and chiefly from the nations now at war…Some will wish one nation, others another, to succeed in the momentous struggle.”

2. What does Wilson mean when he declares, “We must be impartial in thought as well as in action…”?
Document #2: 

 The Zimmerman Telegram (1917)

1. Describe the chain of events that led to the U.S. Declaration of war against Germany?

2. What was the basic “tit-for-tat” (or “Quid pro quo” if you’re a Latin scholar) Foreign Minister Zimmerman was offering to Mexico?

3. Do you think the proposal was a good idea on Germany’s part? Why, or why not?
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Document #3:

Woodrow Wilson Address to Congress 

Leading to A Declaration of War Against Germany.  (April 2, 1917)

1. Identify the 4 reasons Wilson makes for entering the Great War against Germany:

· .

· .

· .

· .

2. Divide all the reasons you found in question #1 into two groups: “Practical” and “Idealistic.”  Which group of reasons do you find more compelling? Why?

Practical:

1.

2.

3.

Idealistic:

1.

2.

3.

3. Reflect on the following phrases. What adjectives might describe the author, President Woodrow Wilson?

· “The challenge is to all mankind.”

· “Our object…is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice.”

· “We are glad…to fight this for ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its people, the German people included; for the rights of nations great and small…”

· “The world must be made safe for democracy.”

· “We have no selfish ends to serve.”
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Document #4:

President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points (1918)

1. Based on your reading of the document, what forces do you believe Wilson thought were responsible for the Great War? Find at least four (4).

a. .

b. .

c. .

d. .

2. Of the Fourteen Points, identify two that you believe have the most potential to promote world peace.  What is your reason for choosing these?

a. .

b. .

3. Of the Fourteen Points, identify two that you think would be the most unpopular in America. Why?

a. .

b. .

4. Reflect on your answer to question #3 in “Wilson’s Address to Congress Leading to A Declaration of War against Germany.” (document #3).  What evidence of the person you described do you see in the Fourteen Points? Provide at least two specific examples.

a. .

b. .
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